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PROUST AS A SOCIAL HISTORIAN

"IT is certainly, a fact that, if you go to a bookshop in any of the
provincial towns of England and Scotland, you will be able to buy
some books by George Eliot in cheap editions, but you will not
find Marcel Proust in any edition whatsoever," So wrote Mr,
Maurice Baring, in 1936, adding with characteristic fairness that
Proust "was one of George Eliot's greatest admirers." Proust would
indeed have been scandalized to think that a day could come when
Middkmarch should be forgotten in its author's own country,
probably even more scandalised at such a breakdown in taste, than
he would have been gratified to learn that in the midst of a renewed
German war against civilization, it should have been possible to
produce such an admirable edition of his grout book UH the first
collected English edition is. There is now no excuse for the pro-
vincial town to neglect either Proust or George Eliot, * I tero in, in
cheap and convenient form, an excellent edition of one of the two
or three important novels since the end of the productive period
of the career of Tolstoy*
Important, that must be admitted; whether grout or lasting is
still a question open to dispute, but "A la Rtchmht du Tmfo
Perdu" like Ulysses, will not lose its importance in the history of
taste, even if it appears there as a monument to the patience, to the
tenacity, and to the incapacity for boredom of the early twentieth
century. This new Scud6ry, this new gaseteer to the w/rte dv
tendre, will always excite literary curiosity, Of that, at leaNt* wo
may be certain. Of course, the true Prowtian will think such limited
fame grossly inadequate to the merit of the book; if future genera-
tions find nothing to admire in Proust but his and IUH readers*
monumental patience, so much the worse for posterity, BO much
i Marcel Proust. Remembrance of Things Port, TnnRhted by (1 It Scott*
Moncnoff ("Time Regained" translated by Stephen Hudaon), In twelve volume*.
(Chatto and Windus,)